Guzmania ‘Gisela’ etc   by Butcher 7/2008.

The Cultivar Register 1998, shows us that in 1990 the then Registrar picked up that the Deroose Catalogue had the following hybrids on offer. 

‘Hilde’  (zahnii x ‘Magnifica’)  photo in Register. No variegates reported. No   

               description or indications where it differed from the reverse cross

‘Glory of Ghent’ (zahnii x ‘Magnifica’) no photo in Register. No variegates reported

‘Gisela’ (also ‘Giesela’) (‘Magnifica’ x zahnii) Red flushed grooved leaved rosette

              with upright scalet inflorescence with heavy lush bracts – heavy head with

              bright yellow knobby lotus-like blooms and bright red primary bracts.

              Variegated forms in pink and yellow flushes in cultivation by 1996

‘Feuer’ (‘Magnifica’ x zahnii ) no photo

‘Muriel’ (‘Magnifica’ x  zahnii ) Green rosette with red underleaf coloration – upright

              all red inflorescence with large lush primary bracts. There is a variegated

               version not formally named.

Possibly because of meristemming, variegates started appearing but never formally registered by the instigator. It is interesting that in many cases the first variegated plants to appear in this process are albomarginate.

‘Gisela Don Pepe’ a variegated form was exhibited by P Deroose at the 1998 World

                Bromeliad Conference and was added to the register in 2002 Photo held

‘Sir Albert’ a variegated form with links to ‘Gisela’ was exhibited at the Bromeliad

                  Society of South Florida Show in 1998. Photo held

‘Land Alice’  a variegated form was added to the Register in 2000. No photo

‘Lady Alice’  a variegated form was added to the Register in 2003. Photo held

As you can see, a mixed bag where name changes were made for commercial advantages but not much help for plant identification. Because of the instability of variegations I advised in J Brom. Soc. 55(4): 187-9. 2005 that as Registrar I would only allow one name for a variegated plant linking either to a species name or a cultivar name. Any variations to the variegation would need to be covered by the use of an adjective such as albo-marginate.

We must remember that variegation in Bromeliads covers any coloured longitudinal striping on the leaves and that albo-marginate is but one form of variegation. It just depends on how definitive you want to be.

